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Mini-Lesson 

 
Independent 

Reading 

 

Individualized 
Instruction 

 

Read-Aloud 

 
Shared Reading 

 

During the reading 
mini-lesson the 
teacher introduces 
and models a reading 
skill or strategy. The 
students have the 
opportunity during 
the mini-lesson for 
active engagement. 
During active 
engagement 
students practice the 
reading skill or 
strategy that has 
been taught.    
 

During independent 
reading students are 
engaged in reading 
books from their 
book bins on their 
instructional reading 
levels. Students also 
have opportunities 
during this time to 
work with partners, 
use technology, and 
respond to 
literature.   
 

While most students 
are independently 
practicing their 
reading skills, some 
students are with the 
teacher. During this 
time the teacher may 
be leading guided 
reading groups, 
leading strategy 
groups, or 
conferencing with 
students.   
 

During the read 
aloud students are 
exposed to above 
level text. This gives 
students an 
opportunity to hear 
fluent reading and 
answer 
comprehension 
questions about a 
more complex text.   
 

Shared reading is a 
time for all students 
to read a text 
together. Students 
practice phonics 
skills, vocabulary 
strategies, and 
comprehension 
strategies at this 
time. They may read 
poems, short stories, 
or favorite class 
books.  
 

’
Mini-Lesson 

 
Independent Writing 

 
Individualized Instruction 

 
During the writing mini-lesson the 
teacher introduces and models a 
writing skill or strategy. The students 
have the opportunity during the mini-
lesson for active engagement. During 
active engagement students practice 
the writing skill or strategy that has 
been taught.  
 

During independent writing students 
are engaged in writing based on the 
unit. Students may be writing 
narrative, opinion, or informational 
pieces. Students are encouraged to 
work with their writing partners to 
rehearse, revise, and edit their 
writing.   
 

While most students are 
independently practicing their writing 
skills, some students are with the 
teacher. During this time the teacher 
may be leading strategy groups or 
conferencing with students.   
 

 

 

 

 

 



Number Talk 
 

Mini Lesson 
 

Differentiated Guided Math  

A quick, mental math problem is 
presented to the students. After 
solving the problems in their head, 
students are given the opportunity to 
teach their peers the strategy they 
used to solve the problem.  

A short introduction or review of a 
skill or strategy. The teacher connects 
the skill to prior knowledge or to the 
real world, models it, engages 
students in talking about and 
applying it, and links it to the work 
they are about to do. The teacher 
focuses on building conceptual 
understanding through the use of 
manipulatives.  

Students participate in hands-on 
small groups with  
the teacher, one-on-one conferring 
with the teacher, 
technology stations, application 
stations or games, and/or 
independent practice during this 
time.  
 

 

Social Studies at Vickery Mill Elementary School paves the way for lifelong learning and active citizenship for our 
diverse student population. Our students are taught to research, debate, discuss, and engage in a variety of projects 
that challenges them to answer compelling questions that stimulate decision-making, and problem-solving skills.  
Teachers will engage students in active learning experiences such as debates, project-based learning, instructional 
technology activities and field trips.  These experiences will lead to new opportunities for student discovery and 
create an awareness of and respect for cultural diversity. Our young historians will become civic leaders and 
participants in society. 

Our students at Vickery Mill will be inspired and in awe of engaging STEM Lab experiences that are aligned with 
instruction in the science classroom. Students will engage in hands-on, student-centered and inquiry -based 
approaches to science that are aligned with the Georgia Science of Excellence Standards.  Our scientists in grades 
Kindergarten through fifth grade will collaborate and engage in academic conversations that. Students will plan and 
carry out investigations, ask questions and define problems, engage in argument from evidence while using scientific 
vocabulary.  

School counseling is not just “guidance” anymore.  The school counselor is an advocate for student’s overall well-
being.  We help students in the areas of academic achievement, personal/social development, and career 
development.  A student’s social-emotional health can have a direct impact on their academic performance.  Social-
emotional learning is an opportunity for collaboration between counselors and teachers. School Counselors help to 
ensure that students become productive, well-adjusted members of society.   
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